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Georgia Department of Transportation DERENNE

PROJECT DERENNE, CHATHAM COUNTY — FEBRUARY 13, 2018

P10008358, I-516 AT CS 1503/DERENNE AVENUE
P10010236, SR 21 FrROM CS 346/MILDRED STREET TO SR 204
P1 0008359, EAST DERENNE FROM SR 204 TO HARRY S. TRUMAN PARKWAY

Welcome to this Public Scoping Meeting for the proposed Project DeRenne! Thank you for stopping by to
learn more about this project. This important meeting will inform the public on the current status of the
project and seek feedback on various aspects of the project. There will be no formal presentation, but
members of the project design team, environmental professionals, City of Savannah, and Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) are present to answer questions, explain the environmental process
and encourage feedback about the project. The materials available for your review include a project
description, a location map, and a short questionnaire and comment card. In addition, stations are set up
around the meeting room and cover the various topics related to the proposed project:

Why are we here?

The City of Savannah, in partnership with the GDOT, has been leading a multi-year planning and design
effort (known locally as “Project DeRenne”) to study and develop feasible solutions to inadequate mobility
and congestion along DeRenne Avenue, a major arterial roadway that serves as a critical east-west
connection within the City of Savannah and Chatham County.

We are here today to provide you with the latest information and listen to your comments about Project
DeRenne. You may already be aware of this project and you may have even attended one of the public
meetings held in the past. Our goal is stay in touch with the community and to keep you informed. Your
input is essential to making Project DeRenne a success. Today’s outreach event is an effort to continue
this process.

How can | make a comment?

We hope you will take the opportunity to tell the Project Team what you think. Listed below are several
ways to comment on the project. Your comments are important to us! If you provide comments by one
of the methods noted below, we will respond to you in writing usually within 30 days of the close of the
comment period, which is March 15, 2018. All comments will become part of the project’s official record.

You can provide your comments by any of the following methods:

e Filling out the questionnaire and comment card provided with this handout and dropping it in the
comment box

e Provide your verbal comments to the court reporter who will transcribe your comments

e Mail in your questionnaire and comment card by March 15, 2018 to Mr. Eric Duff, Georgia Department
of Transportation, 600 West Peachtree Street NW, 16th Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30308.

Where can | view more materials about Project DeRenne, and how can | stay informed?

e Visit the Project Website: www.ProjectDeRenne.com

e Printed materials from this meeting will be available at the City of Savannah, Traffic Engineering Office,
110 W. Gwinnett Street, Building B, Savannah, GA, 31415. Please contact Mr. Mike Weiner by phone
(912) 651-6600 or email at MWeiner@Savannahga.gov or Mr. Joseph Capello by phone (912) 651-
6600 or email at JCapello@Savannahga.gov.

Where can | find out more about right-of-way takings and displacements?

These materials are available online at the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Right of Way Services
division web page. A detailed brochure and reference guide are available at
www.dot.ga.qov/PS/Public/ROW.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The City of Savannah, in partnership with the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT), has been leading
a multi-year planning and design effort (known locally as
“Project DeRenne”) to study and develop feasible
solutions to inadequate mobility and congestion along
DeRenne Avenue, a major arterial roadway that serves as
a critical east-west connection within the City of Savannah
and Chatham County.

The Locally Preferred Alternative was developed through
a robust planning process initiated by the City of
Savannah in 2008. This first phase of Project DeRenne
included a Steering Committee, Project Advisory
Committee (PAC), and extensive stakeholder outreach to
identify the Locally Preferred Alternative described below.

Locally Preferred Alternative

Project DeRenne consists of a new location roadway
(West DeRenne/Hampstead Connector) and operational
access management, and pedestrian/bike improvements
along West DeRenne and East DeRenne Avenues. The
proposed action includes the following three projects: PI
No. 0008358, I|-516 at CS 1503/DeRenne Avenue,
referred to as the “Boulevard”; Pl 0010236, SR 21 from CS
346/Mildred Street to SR 204, referred to as “West
DeRenne Avenue Improvements”; and Pl 0008359, East
DeRenne from SR 204 to Harry S. Truman Parkway,
referred to as “East DeRenne Avenue Improvements”.
These three projects as discussed below represent the
locally preferred alternative and are shown on the attached
Figures 1A-C.

> Pl No. 0008358 — I-516 at CS 1503/DeRenne Avenue
(Boulevard)

Stakeholders

Savannah-Chatham Public School
System

Savannah Technical College,
Memorial Hospital

St. Joseph’s/Candler

Preserving Savannah’s
Neighborhoods

Savannah Park and Tree

Hunter Army Airfield

Access Management can
include changing roads and land
use patterns to limit the number
of driveways and intersections
that connect to main roads. The
goal is to improve traffic flow and
encourage walking and biking.

Operational Improvements can
include intersection
improvements, traffic signal
coordination, and work zone
management.

o A new four-lane roadway that would connect I-516 (just west of Mildred Street) to a
redirected White Bluff Road via a widened Hampstead Avenue would be constructed.
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This new roadway would be a four-lane divided roadway with sidewalks and a multi-use
path.

o  White Bluff Road, south of Hampstead Avenue, would be realigned to connect to the
new Boulevard. White Bluff Road, just north of Hampstead Avenue, would be realigned
to tee into the new Boulevard.

o  The project would include two bridge structures. One bridge would carry outbound traffic
over |-516 to facilitate an on-ramp configuration. The other bridge would carry inbound
traffic over the access to Hunter Army Airfield.

o Montgomery Street, south of DeRenne Avenue, would be narrowed to a two-lane,
median divided roadway with on-street parking and sidewalks.

o Bicycle and pedestrian traffic to and from the Hunter Army Airfield would be
accommodated on the planned multi-use path connection to the realigned, pedestrian
enhanced, intersection with White Bluff Road.

» Pl 0010236 - SR 21 From CS 346/Mildred Street to SR 204 (West DeRenne Avenue
Improvements)

The West DeRenne Avenue Improvements would operate in conjunction with the Boulevard
(P1 0008358 described above) to improve the portion of DeRenne Avenue (GA 21) between
Mildred Street and the intersection of SR 204/Abercorn Street (inclusive). This portion of
DeRenne Avenue is GDOT-owned and city-maintained. These improvements would include:

o acontinuous raised median between intersections;

o improved intersection configurations at Montgomery Street, White Bluff Road and
Abercorn Street to reflect the change in travel patterns with the implementation of the
Boulevard; and

o enhanced pedestrian accommodations along the corridor and at the intersections.

» Pl 0008359 - East DeRenne from SR 204 to Harry S. Truman Pkwy (East DeRenne
Avenue Improvements)

The East DeRenne Avenue Improvements would improve the segment of DeRenne Avenue
between SR 204/Abercorn Street and the Harry S. Truman Parkway. This portion of DeRenne
Avenue is on the National Highway System and city maintained. These improvements include:

conversion of the existing two-way left turn lane to a raised, planted median;

optimizing the intersection configuration of DeRenne Avenue and Waters Avenue;
develop a bicycle facility along DeRenne Drive; and

enhanced pedestrian accommodations along the corridor and at the signalized
intersections.

O O O O

Other Alternatives

Other alternatives, including the No Build alternative, are under consideration and will be
evaluated in the EIS process. With the No Build alternative, the GDOT would take no action to
construct the proposed projects. The No Build alternative provides a baseline for comparing
impacts with the other alternatives.
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Questionnaire and Comment Card

Please print responses.

Name:

Address:

Have you participated in previous outreach events for this project?

D Yes D No

How often you travel on West DeRenne Avenue or East DeRenne Avenue?

[ Daily - Weekdays [J As Needed

D Weekends

Please check the destinations that you use DeRenne Avenue to access on aregular basis:

[] Residence
[J Access Downtown Savannah
D Hunter Army Airfield

O childcare

[J work / Place of Employment

[J Hospital / Medical Facilities

D School

D Other (please list below

What modes of transportation do you typically use?

D Car D Bus

[ other

[ sicycle

[ walk
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| am concerned about the following issues and opportunities:
(Please check all that apply)

D Visual Changes D Congestion Relief

D Construction Disruption D Improved Mobility

D Property Impacts D New Sidewalks for Pedestrian and Bikes
D Residential Displacements D Safe Crossings/Access to Bus Stops

D Changes in Access D Improved Air Quality

D Property Values D Green/Public Spaces

[ other

Do you support the need for transportation improvements along DeRenne Avenue?
[ For [JAgainst [ conditional [J uncommitted

What is the best way for you to continue to be informed about this project?

D City of Savannah Project Website D Public Meetings

D News and Announcements mailed to your residence

D Email/Electronic Mail (if yes, provide address below)

D Other

Please use this space for any comments or suggestions you would like to share:

THANK YOU!

Please Deposit Comment Card in the Comment Box Provided or Mail Comments To:

Mr. Eric Duff, Georgia Department of Transportation, 600 West Peachtree Street NW, 16th Floor, Atlanta,
Georgia 30308.
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