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An Introduction to Primary Sources: Yellow Fever in Savannah 
 
TARGET GRADE RANGE: 9-12 
 
OVERVIEW 
In this activity, students examine primary and secondary sources related to 19th century Yellow Fever 
epidemics in Savannah, Georgia to discover patterns in the epidemics and analyze relationships between 
multiple archival records. Students will simulate the entire research process, from identifying and 
requesting materials to carefully handling archival items and closely examining primary source 
documents. They will consider the types of information available to researchers and what different 
material types can offer on the subject.  

 
What is a Primary Source? 
A primary source is a first-hand, original account or record about a person, place, object, or an event. 
Oral histories, objects, photographs, and documents such as newspapers, census records, diaries, and 
journals are primary sources. Secondary sources are accounts, records, or evidence derived from original 
or primary sources. Textbooks are secondary sources. 
 
Objectives: 
After completing this learning activity, students will be able to:  

• Identify materials relevant to a research topic using finding aids 
• Analyze archival materials to understand relationships and differences between record types 
• Interpret cursive handwriting 
• Understand the impact of disease epidemics on the citizens of city of Savannah 

 
Time Required: 1.5 hours 
 
Topic/s: Science, Epidemiology, Social Studies 
 
Standards: 

• GSE Social Studies 9-12 Grade:  Map and Globe Skills GOAL: The student will use maps to 
retrieve social studies information.  

• L9-10RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.  

• L9-10RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.  

• L9-10RHSS3: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier 
events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

• L11-12RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 
whole.  
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• L11-12RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and 
ideas.  

• L11-12RHSS3: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
 

Materials: 
Materials may be original or reproduction, at the discretion of the Archivist and Municipal Archives 
Director.  

• Pencils 
• Yellow Fever History Overview (1 per student) 

o Excerpted from “Yellow fever,” Encyclopedia Britannica Online 
(https://www.britannica.com/science/yellow-fever, retrieved April 30, 2019).  

• Yellow Fever Worksheet (1 per student) 
• Archival Records Retrieval Request Form (2 per student) 
• Record Series 5600HE Health Department finding aid 
• A History of the City Government of Savannah, Ga., from 1790 to 1901, compiled from Official 

Records by Thomas Gamble, Jr., 1900, pages 112-115 and 140-145 
• Record Series 5600MY-010 Mayor’s Letter Books, Volume 1, page 39 
• Record Series 5600HE-060.1 Health Department, Vital Statistics Registers – Death Registers, 

Volume 4, October 1820 
• Record Series 3121-007 Engineering Department – General Maps, Item XA-25, Map of the City of 

Savannah, GA., by J. B. Hogg, 1876. 
•  “Analyze a Map” handout, developed by the National Archives and Records Administration 

(available online at: 
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/map_analysis_worksheet.pdf)  

  

https://www.britannica.com/science/yellow-fever
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/map_analysis_worksheet.pdf
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PROGRAM 
 

Introduction: (15 minutes total)  
• Introduction to concepts of archives and archival work, and the City of Savannah Municipal 

Archives 
• Introduction to Yellow Fever, including a review of the Yellow Fever History Overview handout 

and a brief presentation on Yellow Fever in Savannah 

Rotating Stations: (75 minutes)  
• Students will break into 5 groups and will be assigned a station to start. Students will get 15 

minutes at each station before rotating to the next station. 
• Students will complete the Yellow Fever Worksheet and following activities during the rotating 

stations: 
1. Identifying Resources 
2. Savannah Yellow Fever History 
3. Handwriting Challenge 
4. Death Registers Review 
5. Map Exploration 

• Students will take their completed Yellow Fever Worksheets back to school with them for in 
class discussion about what they learned. 

• Teachers will provide the Archives staff with feedback on the program, successes and areas for 
improvement. 

 
 
 
 

 



Archives Alive! 
A Yellow Fever Investigation 

An Introduction to Archives and the Deadly History of Yellow Fever 



In today’s program we will…

Learn about Yellow Fever and its deadly impact on Savannah 

Use primary source archival materials to research Yellow Fever

Handle original archival materials safely

Test your cursive handwriting skills! 



What does the word Archive mean? 

City of Savannah Municipal Archives

Archive ar·​chive | \ ˈär-ˌkīv \ noun

Definition 

1: The records created by people and organizations
as they lived and worked. An archival collection is a unique body of 
information, created at a particular time by a particular organization or 
individual as the result of a particular activity 

2: a place in which public records or historical materials (such as 
documents) are preserved

3: The organization responsible for preserving or making available 
archival materials

https://www.merriam-webster.com/login
https://www.merriam-webster.com/login


Types of Archives

Government ArchivesHistorical Societies Community Archives

Corporate Archives
Religious Archives 

…and so many more! Digital Archives 

http://interferencearchive.org/our-mission/
http://interferencearchive.org/our-mission/


City of Savannah / Municipal Archives

Introduction to the Archives

The City of Savannah Municipal Archives:
• Collects, manages, preserves, and makes accessible 

records documenting the City of Savannah's history

• Administers the records management program and the 
City Records Center to increase the efficiency of City 
agencies

• Shares the City's history with City employees, citizens and 
visitors through outreach activities



City of Savannah / Municipal Archives

Introduction to the Collections

Overall Collections reflect:

• City of Savannah incorporation date of 1789 
– Colonial-era records are not held here.

• City of Savannah corporate limits

- Think corporate limits for the time period being researched, not modern limits.

• City of Savannah government functions
– Very few personal papers are held here, with the largest exception being the 

W. W. Law Collection. 



Archival collections can contain just about anything that 
was created or saved by a person or organization

http://bit.ly/1HRXkbX
http://bit.ly/1HRXkbX
http://bit.ly/1CW4F9a
http://bit.ly/1CW4F9a
http://bit.ly/1H5EgsL
http://bit.ly/1H5EgsL
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1FmZ3mZ
http://bit.ly/1FmZ3mZ
http://bit.ly/1HRY6WD
http://bit.ly/1HRY6WD
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1DlrIfa
http://bit.ly/1DlrIfa
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE


Primary Sources

Materials that provide direct evidence,
first-hand testimony, or an eyewitness account

of a topic or event. 

They can be published or unpublished items 
in any format, including handwritten letters,

images, sound, or objects.



What is Yellow Fever 

Infectious disease transmitted by mosquitoes 

Symptoms include: fever, chills, headache, backache, nausea, vomiting, skin 
and eyes appear yellow (jaundice)

No specific treatment: good nursing, supportive care

Preventable: vaccination, control mosquito populations

Savannah Yellow Fever Outbreaks of 1820, 1854, and 1876

Low country environment (marshy, wet, low land) perfect for cultivating rice 
and breeding mosquitos

Deadly epidemic factors: poor street drainage, poor hygiene, rainy summers, 
and close living quarters



Today’s Program ….

•Break into 5 equal groups
•5 Activity Stations (15 minutes each) 

• Identifying Resources
• Savannah Yellow Fever History 
•Handwriting Challenge 
•Death Register Review 
•Map Exploration 

•Wrap-Up Exercise 



What you will be using…
• Finding Aid – a description of records that helps researchers identify 

useful information

• “A History of the City Government of Savannah, Ga. From 1790 to 
1901” by Thomas Gamble, Jr. 
• Gamble went on to be Mayor of Savannah from 1933-1937, 1939-1945

• History compiled using City Council minutes and other City records

• Mayor’s Letter Books – transcribed outgoing letters from the Mayor 
to correspondents

• Death Registers – record of people who died in Savannah monthly, 
gives important information about the person and why they died

• Maps – can give important information about geography, but also the 
cultural landscape such as parks, squares, buildings and historical 
events



Remember! 

Records are created by people, and people make mistakes
(just like we still do!)

Keep an eye open for any human errors in the archival materials.



Handling Records



Handling Records: 

• Pencils only

• Be very careful when turning pages

• Do not pick up original archival materials 

• Do not lean or write on archival materials 

• Keep papers and pencils far away 

from original documents

Mistreatment of original documents will 

result in being removed from the exercise 



Yellow Fever History Overview  

Yellow fever, an acute infectious disease, is one of the 

great epidemic diseases of the tropical world, though it sometimes has 

occurred in temperate zones as well. The disease infects humans, all 

species of monkeys, and certain other small mammals. The virus is 

transmitted from animals to humans and among humans by several 

species of mosquitoes. Yellow fever appears with a sudden onset of 

fever, chills, headache, backache, nausea, and vomiting. The skin and 

eyes may appear yellow—a condition known as jaundice and a sign that 

gives rise to the disease’s popular name. There is no specific treatment for those with yellow fever 

beyond good nursing and supportive care. However, yellow fever is an outstanding example of a 

completely preventable disease. People can be rendered immune to the virus through vaccination, and 

outbreaks can be contained by eliminating or controlling mosquito populations. A technique called dry 

culture is used for controlling mosquito populations by draining swampy or marshy fields such as rice 

paddies where mosquitoes commonly flourish. Thanks to such measures, the great yellow 

fever epidemics of the late 19th and early 20th centuries are no more, though the disease is still present 

in tropical Africa and South America, where access to vaccine is sometimes lacking and the virus is held 

in vast natural reservoir by forest monkeys. 

History 

Western Africa has long been regarded as the home of yellow fever, although the first recorded 

outbreaks of the disease were in central and coastal South America after the Spanish conquest in the 

16th century. For the next 300 years, yellow fever, given various names such as Yellow Jack and “the 

saffron scourge,” was one of the great plagues of the New World. The tropical and subtropical regions of 

the Americas were subjected to devastating epidemics, and serious outbreaks occurred as far north 

as Philadelphia, New York, and Boston but also as far away from the endemic centers as Spain, France, 

England, and Italy. 

Diagnosis, Treatment, and Control 

In the early stages of yellow fever, its symptoms are similar to those of other tropical fevers such 

as malaria, leptospirosis, or dengue. Diagnosis is usually established by blood tests showing the 

presence of antibodies to the virus and by the patient’s history of having been in an area where the 

disease is endemic. Before the introduction of yellow fever vaccine, the control of Aedes 

aegypti mosquitoes was the only procedure for preventing occurrence of the disease. Immunization is 

now the most practical and reliable way to prevent yellow fever in people who live in and travel to areas 

where it is endemic. Still, control of mosquito populations is an essential component of any program 

designed to prevent the spread of yellow fever, particularly in urban areas. When people must travel or 

live in regions where the jungle transmission cycle is maintained, individual immunization is necessary. 

In these regions, human cases will continue as long as there remain unimmunized persons, for there is 

no known practical way of eliminating the virus of yellow fever from the animal and mosquito 

populations of the vast tropical forests in South America and Africa. 

Excerpted from Encyclopedia Britannica Online. This article was most recently revised and updated by Kara Rogers, Senior 

Editor. https://www.britannica.com/science/yellow-fever (retrieved April 30, 2019) 

Image entitled "The Great Yellow Fever Scourge — Incidents Of Its Horrors In The Most Fatal District Of The Southern States." 

Retrieved from www.npr.org 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/acute
https://www.britannica.com/science/infectious-disease
https://www.britannica.com/science/epidemic
https://www.britannica.com/science/virus
https://www.britannica.com/animal/mosquito-insect
https://www.britannica.com/science/fever
https://www.britannica.com/science/nausea-pathology
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epidemics
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-America
https://www.britannica.com/place/Philadelphia
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-York-City
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/endemic
https://www.britannica.com/science/diagnosis
https://www.britannica.com/science/therapeutics
https://www.britannica.com/science/pest-control
https://www.britannica.com/science/malaria
https://www.britannica.com/science/leptospirosis
https://www.britannica.com/science/dengue
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Diagnosis
https://www.britannica.com/science/antibody
https://www.britannica.com/science/immunization
https://www.britannica.com/editor/Kara-Rogers/6713
https://www.britannica.com/science/yellow-fever
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Station 1: Identifying Resources 

Examine the Finding Aids on the table. As someone who is researching the 1820 Yellow Fever 
Epidemics, identify and select the records that you would request from the Archivist. Fill out an 
Archival Records Retrieval Request form for two items (one form per item).  

 Finding Aid: n. ~ 1. A tool that facilitates discovery of information within a collection of records.
 2. A description of records that gives the repository physical and intellectual control over the 
 materials and that assists users to gain access to and understand the materials. 

 

1. What information is captured in a Finding Aid?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does this information help you identify and select the items that you need for your research? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How did you make your decision on what items to request? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Record Series #: 5600HE 
Name: City of Savannah, Georgia Records – Health Department 
Dates: 1803-1948 
Extent/Size: 33 volumes (9.39 cubic feet) 
 
Organizational History: 
From 1790 until 1823, the Health Officer of Savannah was appointed by the Governor.  
Afterwards, he was selected by the City Council (Gamble, pp. 47, 146).  The Health Officer’s 
duties included visiting vessels arriving in port, imposing quarantine, attending the sick on 
board, and investigating and preventing the spread of contagious diseases (Code of Savannah 
1854, pp. 251-253).  In 1877, the Health Officer became head of the newly organized Board of 
Sanitary Commissioners which was to supervise the administration of City health laws, to 
investigate and prevent the spread of disease, to examine and eliminate health nuisances, to 
supervise the sanitary regulations of municipal institutions, and to supervise matters relating to 
quarantine.  The Health Officer, under direction of this board, became the general supervisor of 
the sanitary interests of the City, making inspections, inquiries, and reports (Code of Savannah 
1888, pp. 185-87).  By 1923, the Savannah Health Department consisted of the Board of 
Sanitary Commissioners, the Health Officer, the City Laboratory and Bacteriologist, the City 
Physician, the hospitals, the City Dispensary, the Inspector of Plumbing, and the City Food 
Inspector (Mayor's Annual Report 1923. pp. 393-459).  
 
The Savannah Health Center was formed in 1920, and by 1925 there was an agreement for the 
Savannah Health Center, the Health Department, and the County Commission to amalgamate 
their programs. This amalgamation formed the Chatham-Savannah Health Center in 1944 
("Summary of the Function and the Organization of the Chatham-Savannah Health Council," 
Georgia Historical Society Vertical File).  The Executive Reorganization Act of 1931 created the 
Georgia Department of Health to oversee the local health departments (Georgia Laws 1931, p. 
11), and the Social Security Act of 1935 was responsible for further expansion of the 
department.  By 1939, regional agencies had been established, and, in 1972, the department's 
functions were transferred to the Georgia Department of Human Resources by an act of the 
legislature (Jackson and Stakes, Handbook of Georgia State Agencies, p. 47). 
 
Scope and Content: 
Record Series 5600HE City of Savannah, Georgia Records – Health Department (1803-1948), 
is arranged into the following sub-series.  See Scope and Content notes for each sub-series for 
further information about the content and arrangement of the materials. 
 

5600HE-010  Annual Reports 
5600HE-020  Contagious and Infectious Disease Register 
5600HE-030  Quarantine Station Report Books 
5600HE-040  Record Book 
5600HE-050  Registers of Indigent Sick Treated by City Physician 
5600HE-060.1  Vital Statistics Registers – Death Registers 
5600HE-060.2  Vital Statistics Registers – Mortuary Statistics
5600HE-060.3  Vital Statistics Registers – Birth Registers 
5600HE-060.4  Vital Statistics Registers – Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers 
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5600HE-060.5  Vital Statistics Registers – Birth and Death Registers 
5600HE-070   Malarial Control – Invoices 

 
Related Series: 
5600HA City of Savannah, Georgia Records – Board of Health. 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-010 
Name: Annual Reports 
Dates: 1884, 1912, 1914-1915, 1923 
Extent/Size: 5 volumes (0.1 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-010 Annual Reports (1884, 1912, 1914-1915, 1923) includes five annual 
reports of the Department of Public Health and/or the Report of the Health Officer, as well as, 
reports from the Board of Sanitary Commissioners, the City Bacteriologist, the City Physicians 
(by district), the local hospitals, the City Dispensary, the Inspector of Plumbing, and the City 
Food Inspector. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-010 Envelope 1 Annual Report, 1884 
5600HE-010 Volume 1 Annual Report, 1912 
5600HE-010 Volume 2 Annual Report, 1914 
5600HE-010 Volume 3 Annual Report, 1915 
5600HE-010 Volume 4 Annual Report, 1923 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-020 
Name: Contagious and Infectious Disease Register 
Dates: 1904-1913 
Extent/Size: 1 volume (0.4 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-020 Contagious and Infectious Disease Register (1904-1913) includes one 
volume, also referred to as the Record of Contagious and Infectious Diseases or the Daily 
Report of the Sanitary Inspector, documenting the spread of infectious diseases in the 
community.  The register includes: the date a disease is reported; the patient’s name, residence 
and sex; date of fumigation; results of the Bacteriologist’s examination; and remarks.  The 
annual smallpox report is also included and contains: the number of cases; race and sex of 
patients; number of deaths; severity of outbreak; and comparisons to previous years. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-020 Volume 1  Contagious and Infectious Disease Register, 1904-1913 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-030 
Name: Quarantine Station Report Books 
Dates: 1888-1892 
Extent/Size: 4 volumes (0.95 cubic feet) 
 
Organizational History: 
The quarantine station for the Savannah area was located at Ft. Jackson until around 1870, 
when it was deemed to be too near the city.  A new station was then established opposite the 
lighthouse on Tybee Island.  The Savannah quarantine exercised jurisdiction over vessels 
entering any port from Ossabaw Island to Tybee Island (Gamble, History of City Government, 
1790-1901, p. 351; Code of Savannah 1907, p. 76). 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-030 Quarantine Station Report Books (1888-1892) includes four volumes of 
records documenting the activity of the Savannah Quarantine Station.  Volume 1 is marked 
“Charges against vessels for boarding, fees and fumigating,” and contains: date; date of bill; 
class or rig; name of vessel; tonnage; boarding fee; fumigating fee; totals; name of consignee; 
when paid; and remarks.  A schedule of charges dated 1884 is in the front of the volume.  Three 
Quarantine Station report books record quarantines, including: name of vessel; date of arrival; 
ports of last clearance and prior clearance; any illness on board or at previous ports visited; type 
of cargo; and the number of crew and passengers. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory:
5600HE-030A Volume 1 Quarantine Book-Shipping, 1888-1891 
5600HE-030A Volume 2 Quarantine Report of Arrival of Vessels, January 24-October 13, 

1891 
5600HE-030A Volume 3 Quarantine Station Report, October 14, 1891-December 31, 1891 
 
5600HE-030 Volume 1 Quarantine Station Report Book, January-August 1892 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-040 
Name: Record Book 
Dates: 1893-1898 
Extent/Size: 1 volume (0.3 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-040 Record Book (1893-1898) includes one volume documenting the 
various activities of the Health Department.  The records include: a register of infectious and 
contagious diseases, 1893-1898 (also see Sub-series 5600HE-020 Contagious and Infectious 
Disease Register); administrative financial records, circa 1890s; tallies of births attended by 
physicians and midwives, 1893-1897; two cow censuses (one for cows that produced milk in the 
city and one for those outside the city that provided milk for the city), including the name of 
owner/dairy proprietor, location, milk output, the area of yards/stalls/pastures, feed, disposal of 
manure, and conditions of cows/lots/stalls/utensils, circa 1890s; monthly statement of costs of 
drugs and supplies at city drug stores, 1895; weekly report of the City Physicians for 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd districts, including the number of office visits, house calls, race of patients, daily average 
house and office visits, patients sent to the hospital, and hospital in which patient was admitted; 
and weekly reports of the City Physician for Negroes, circa 1895. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-040 Volume 1 Record Book, 1893-1898 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-050 
Name: Registers of Indigent Sick Treated by City Physician 
Dates: 1887-1890, 1895-1896 
Extent/Size: 2 volumes (0.5 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-050 Registers of Indigent Sick Treated by City Physician (1887-1890, 1895-
1896) includes two volumes documenting the work of the City Physicians.  The registers record: 
the name and race of patient; diagnosis; location where treated; and physician’s remarks.  
Volume 1 only contains a report of the Eastern Division (2nd District) and includes monthly 
statistics on the number of patients seen, number treated in the city, number treated at the 
office, average per day, and deaths. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-050 Volume 1 Register of Indigent Sick, 1887-1890      
5600HE-050 Volume 2 Register of Indigent Sick, 1895-1896 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-060.1 
Name: Death Registers 
Dates: 1803-1853 
Extent/Size: 6 volumes (2.25 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-060.1 Death Registers (1803-1853) includes six volumes recording deaths 
in Savannah.  The registers include the following information: deceased’s name; age; disease or 
casualty; nativity; date of burial and/or date of death; street and ward of residence (volumes 5 
and 6); profession or trade; residency status (volumes 5 and 6); name of physician (volumes 5 
and 6); and remarks (volumes 1-4).  Volume 4 also notes whether or not the deceased was 
accustomed to the climate and whether he/she was a stranger who arrived during or after the 
sickly season.  The volumes include some monthly and annual recapitulations for various 
categories, including: the number of deaths; cause of death; age; sex; residency status; and 
nativity. 
 
Note: 
The information in these volumes was published as the Register of Deaths in Savannah, 
Georgia, an indexed six-volume set by the Genealogical Committee of the Georgia Historical 
Society. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory:
5600HE-060.1 Volume 1 Death Register, 1803-1806    
5600HE-060.1 Volume 2 Death Register, 1807-1811    
5600HE-060.1 Volume 3 Death Register, 1811-1818    
5600HE-060.1 Volume 4 Death Register, 1818-1832  
5600HE-060.1 Volume 5 Death Register, 1833-1847 
5600HE-060.1 Volume 6 Death Register, 1848-1853 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-060.2 
Name: Mortuary Statistics 
Dates: 1883, 1888-1889 
Extent/Size: 1 volume (0.4 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-060.2 Mortuary Statistics (1883, 1888-1889) includes one volume of 
statistics for Savannah.  The volume, divided by sections for white interments and black 
interments in Savannah cemeteries, includes: the name of the deceased; age; sex; date of 
death; cause of death; residence; nativity; name of physician; and remarks (includes statistics 
on stillbirths, premature births, and accidents).  For each month, a monthly summary table 
shows the number of deaths for particular age categories.  There is also an annual report 
section which records the number of deaths from specific diseases for each month of each year, 
divided by race. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-060.2 Volume 1 Mortuary Statistics, Volume A, 1883, 1888-1889 



5600HE-GSM-gau (USMARC); GSG (OCLC/SOLINET) 
City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia 
 

 
Finding aid prepared by L. Spracher, July 2008 
Y:\RLMA-ArchivalCollectionsFinding Aids\RLMA 5600\FindingAid_5600HE.doc 

10

Sub-series #: 5600HE-060.3 
Name: Birth Registers 
Dates: 1889-1896 
Extent/Size: 5 volumes (1.8 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-060.3 Birth Registers (1889-1896) includes five volumes recording births in 
Savannah.  The registers include: date of birth; name of person reporting (physician or midwife); 
names of parents; nationality or place of birth of parents; residence of parents; and remarks.  
The names of the child are not provided. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-060.3 Volume 1 Birth Register, 1889 
5600HE-060.3 Volume 2 Birth Register, 1890-1896 - White Males (mislabeled Births and 

Deaths) 
5600HE-060.3 Volume 3 Birth Register, 1890-1896 - White Females 
5600HE-060.3 Volume 4 Birth Register, 1890-1896 - Negro Males 
5600HE-060.3 Volume 5 Birth Register, 1890-1896 - Negro Females 
 
 

lspracher
Text Box
This volume only contains March 1889 White Births



5600HE-GSM-gau (USMARC); GSG (OCLC/SOLINET) 
City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia 
 

 
Finding aid prepared by L. Spracher, July 2008 
Y:\RLMA-ArchivalCollectionsFinding Aids\RLMA 5600\FindingAid_5600HE.doc 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-060.4 
Name: Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers 
Dates: 1898-1913 
Extent/Size: 5 volumes (1.8 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-060.4 Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers (1898-1913) includes five 
volumes documenting births, marriages, and deaths in Savannah.  The registers include: report 
date; name; race; age; nativity; residence; occupation; date of marriage/birth/death; cause of 
death; attending physician or midwife; stillborn or premature births; and deaths by violence.  
They do not provide the name of the child. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory:
5600HE-060.4 Volume 1 Birth, Marriage, and Death Register, 1898-1901 
5600HE-060.4 Volume 2 Birth, Marriage, and Death Register, 1901-1904  
5600HE-060.4 Volume 3 Birth, Marriage, and Death Register, 1904-1907 
5600HE-060.4 Volume 4 Birth, Marriage, and Death Register, 1907- July 1910 
5600HE-060.4 Volume 5 Birth, Marriage, and Death Register, August 1910-August 1913 
 

Lspracher
Text Box
Revised register dates:
5600HE-060.4 Volume 1, January 1898-July 1901
5600HE-060.4 Volume 2, August 1901-November 1904
5600HE-060.4 Volume 3, December 1904-October 1907
5600HE-060.4 Volume 4, November 1907-July 1910
5600HE-060.4 Volume 5, August 1910-August 1913



5600HE-GSM-gau (USMARC); GSG (OCLC/SOLINET) 
City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia 
 

 
Finding aid prepared by L. Spracher, July 2008 
Y:\RLMA-ArchivalCollectionsFinding Aids\RLMA 5600\FindingAid_5600HE.doc 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-060.5 
Name: Birth and Death Registers 
Dates: 1913-1919 
Extent/Size: 2 volumes (.75 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-060.5 Birth and Death Registers (1913-1919) includes two volumes 
documenting births and deaths in Savannah.  The registers include: report date; name; age; 
place of birth; residence; date of birth/death; cause of death; attending physician or midwife; and 
remarks.  Birth entries provide the names of the parents, but not the name of the child. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-060.5 Volume 1  Birth and Death Register, September 1913-1917    
5600HE-060.5 Volume 2 Birth and Death Register, 1917-1919 
 

Lspracher
Text Box
Revised register dates:
5600HE-060.5 Volume 1, September 1913-March 1917
5600HE-060.5 Volume 2, April 1917-March 1919



5600HE-GSM-gau (USMARC); GSG (OCLC/SOLINET) 
City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia 
 

 
Finding aid prepared by L. Spracher, July 2008 
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Sub-series #: 5600HE-070 
Name: Malarial Control – Invoices  
Dates: 1948 
Extent/Size: 1 volume (0.14 cubic feet) 
 
Sub-series description: 
Sub-series 5600HE-070 Malarial Control – Invoices (1948) includes one volume of invoices 
showing payment to vendors by the City Treasurer for malarial control in 1948.  The entries 
include: amounts; dates; and services or goods paid for. 
 
Arrangement:   
Chronological. 
 
Inventory: 
5600HE-070 Volume 1 Malarial Control, Invoices, 1948 



YELLOW FEVER WORKSHEET        
 

Prepared by K. Zacovic, 11/25/2019  2 
City of Savannah Municipal Archives  

Station 2: Savannah Yellow Fever History 

Read the selected passages from "A History of the City Government of Savannah, Ga. from 1790 to 
1901," compiled by Thomas Gamble, Jr. 

1. Why were the number of “strangers” reported in the 1818 and 1820 censuses?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How many people died by October 1820?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does the introduction of dry culture reflect a changing understanding of what caused diseases 
such as Yellow Fever?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Did the implementation of dry culture reduce deaths?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Station 3: Handwriting Challenge 

 

Read aloud the selected passage from Volume 1 of the Mayor’s Letter Books and answer the following 

questions. Someone in your group may act as a scribe, or you may take notes here.  

 

1. What kind of document is this?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the date of the item?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. List any words that you are unfamiliar with, or that you were unable to transcribe. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the item about? Who is it in response to? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Can you use any of the materials at other stations to find out more about the individual referenced in 

this item?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What can you learn about the Yellow Fever epidemic from this item? What impressions of the 

disease do you get? Does this item change how you think about Yellow Fever? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Station 3: Handwriting Challenge (continued) 

Notes: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Station 4: Death Registers Review 

1. What dates are reflected in the selected pages?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What information is captured in this register? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many deaths were there in this time frame?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the most common cause of death? How many people suffered from it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What patterns in the disease, if any, can you determine from these pages? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Are there any diseases that you do not recognize? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. List any words that you do not understand.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Can you find the individual that you read about in Station 3? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Record Series 5600HE-060.1 Health Department, Vital Statistics Registers-Death Registers, Volume 4, October 1820    1 
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Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

Analyze a Map

Meet the map.
What is the title?			  Is there a scale and compass?	

What is in the legend?

Type (check all that apply):
❑ Political ❑ Topographic/Physical	 ❑ Aerial/Satellite ❑ Relief (Shaded or Raised)
❑ Exploration ❑ Survey ❑ Natural Resource ❑ Planning
❑ Land Use ❑ Transportation ❑ Military ❑ Population/Settlement
❑ Census ❑ Other

Observe its parts.
What place or places are shown?

What is labeled?

If there are symbols or colors, what do they stand for?

Who made it?

When is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What was happening at the time in history this map was made?

Why was it created? List evidence from the map or your knowledge about the mapmaker that 
led you to your conclusion.

Write one sentence summarizing this map.

How does it compare to a current map of the same place?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this map that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 
event or topic?

Station 5 - Maps 
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An Introduction to Primary Sources: Yellow Fever in Savannah 

 

Program Leader Wrap-Up 

Participant Feedback Questions:  
 What station did you find the most challenging and why?  

 What station was the most fun and why?  

 What is something that you learned about using primary resources for research?  

 What is something you learned about Yellow Fever during this exercise? 
 

Participant Quiz (prizes optional)  
Yellow Fever History:  

 What was the number one thing that helped Savannah halt the recurring Yellow Fever 
epidemics?  

Answer: Dry culture and/or draining the swamps and draining the rice fields 
 
Handwriting Challenge:  

 Was there a word that stumped anyone in this letter?    
o (if yes) Can anyone tell me what that word means?  
o (if no) What happened to everyone that lived with Ezra Newton?  

 
Death Register: 

 Were there any diseases that you were unfamiliar with listed in the death register?  
o (if yes) Who can tell me what that disease or cause of death is?  
o (if no) Who can tell me what these diseases are? 

 Dropsy (Answer: also known as edema or excess water collecting in the body) 
 Debility (Answer: weakness as a result of injury) 
 Quinsy (Answer: inflammation of the throat or tonsils) 

Map:  

 Why was this map of Savannah prepared in 1876?  
Answer: As part of an investigation into the causes of the 1876 Yellow Fever epidemic. 

 
Gamble: 

 Was the history of the Savannah government written by Thomas Gamble a primary or secondary 
source material?  

Answer: It is a secondary resource that relied on primary resources (the official City 
records under his care as Secretary to the Mayor). 
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