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Collection History:

The Proud Savannah History Project was started in 2021 by the City of Savannah Municipal Archives to
document the history of Savannah’s LGBTQIA+ community in their own words and own voices. The
Proud Savannah History Project includes oral histories, physical collections donated by community
members, and written reflections collected at community events. In 2022, the Municipal Archives became
a partner with the Invisible Histories Project, a regional initiative that aims to preserve LGBTQIA+
Southern history.

Scope and Content:

The Proud Savannah History Collection contains the physical collection materials of the Proud Savannah
History Project. The collection contains written reflections and ephemera related to LGBTQIA+ history,
advocacy, and life in Savannah, Georgia. Materials have primarily been collected during community
events including the annual Stonewall Block Party and the Pride Festival, where Municipal Archives staff
have hosted tables to encourage awareness of and participation in the project. During events, participants
filled out written reflection cards with prompts about Savannah’s LGBTQIA+ community and added brief
responses to a community response board by writing on post it notes for prompts such as “What does
Pride mean to you” and “What does Community mean to you.” Ephemeral materials such as brochures,
business cards, and service directories from other community organizations such as the First City Pride
Center, PFLAG, and Georgia Legal Services are also included in the collection.

Collecting initiatives are ongoing and the collection is expected to grow.

System of Arrangement and Ordering:
The Proud Savannah History Collection is arranged chronologically by collecting event. See the attached
inventory.

Conditions Governing Access:
No restrictions.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:

Please read carefully the statement on copyright below. Permission to reproduce does not constitute
permission to publish. Researchers who plan publication are asked to discuss this with the archivist first
for written permission. While most of the City of Savannah Municipal Archives’ collections are public
records and in the public domain, not all are, and the Archives may not be the owner of copyright for all
its archival materials. Researchers are responsible for obtaining any necessary permission to publish from
the holder of copyright. In the event that the Archives becomes a source for publication, a copy of the
publication is requested for the Archives.

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.
Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or
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reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a
user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,”
that user may be liable for copyright infringement.

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment,
fulfillment of the order would involve a violation of copyright law.

Related Collections:

Record Series 1121-074, First City Network News, City of Savannah Municipal Archives

Record Series 1121-1001, Proud Savannah Oral History Collection, City of Savannah Municipal
Archives. Available online at: https://www.savannahga.ecov/DocumentCenter/View/26989/1121-
1001_Proud-Savannah-Oral-History FA

Access Points:

Coming out (sexual orientation)
Gay Pride celebrations

LGBT Community Centers
LGBTQ Activism

LGBTQ+ people

Religion and LGBTQ+
Same-sex marriage
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Inventory:

Box 1121-1003-001

Folder

Description

1

10

11

News article: “Columnist wrong about gender issues, sexual

identity”, Wilson Huff, Savannah Morning News.

Ephemera collected from the Savannah Pride Center,
including the First City Pride Center Equality Directory, a

pamphlet about the First City Pride Center, and promotional

materials for community advocacy groups.
Ephemera, 2022 Stonewall Block Park
Prompt cards, 2022 Stonewall Block Party

“What does Pride mean to you?” response board responses,
2022 Stonewall Block Party

Ephemera, 2022 Pride Festival
Prompt cards, 2022 Pride Festival

“What does Pride mean to you?” response board responses,
2022 Pride Festival

Prompt cards, 2023 Stonewall Block Party

“What does Community mean to you?” response board
responses, 2023 Stonewall Block Party

“What does Community mean to you?” response board
responses, 2024 Stonewall Block Party

Date
February 25, 2017

2021-2023, no
date

June 25, 2022
June 25, 2022
June 25, 2022

October 29, 2022
October 29, 2022
October 29, 2022

June 24, 2023
June 24, 2023

June 22, 2024



