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Scope & Content:

The Council-Manager Government Collection (1954-2004) includes one records carton of
research and primary records related to the City of Savannah’s transition to the Council-Manager
form of government in 1954 and the first fifty years under that form of leadership. The research
was gathered in preparation for the 2004 celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of this event by the
City of Savannah’s Municipal Research Library (now the Research Library and Municipal
Archives) with the assistance of contract researcher Luciana Spracher, of Bricks and Bones
Historical Research. This collection represents the research collected by the contract researcher
and turned over to the Library, as well as the final product of that research, a narrative and
timeline of significant events associated with the council-manager form of government in
Savannah. Of particular interest in the collection are original copies of the Look Magazine issues
announcing the City’s All-America City awards for 1955 and 1968.

System of Arrangement & Ordering:

The Council-Manager Government Collection is arranged in the original four research binders
used by the contract researcher during the project. The binders are roughly organized into the
following groups: speeches; personnel files; municipal annual reports; Savannah Morning News
and other news clippings; and miscellaneous research notes. There is a detailed inventory in the
following pages.

Conditions Governing Access:
None

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:

Please read carefully the statement on copyright below. Permission to reproduce does not
constitute permission to publish. Researchers who plan publication are asked to discuss this with
the archivist first for written permission. While most of the Library & Archives collections are
public records and in the public domain, not all are, and the Library & Archives may not be the
owner of copyright for all its archival materials. Researchers are responsible for obtaining any
necessary permission to publish from the holder of copyright. In the event that the Library &
Archives becomes a source for publication, a copy of the publication is requested for the Library
& Archives.

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is
not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a
request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be
liable for copyright infringement.

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment
of the order would involve a violation of copyright law.
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Inventory:

Box 1121-032-2
Research Volume 1
Inside Front Cover

Index Tab 1.

Index Tab 2.
Index Tab 3.
Index Tab 4.
Index Tab 5.
Index Tab 6.
Index Tab 7.
Index Tab 8.
Index Tab 9.

Index Tab 10.
Index Tab 11.
Index Tab 12.
Index Tab 13.
Index Tab 14.
Index Tab 15.
Index Tab 16.
Index Tab 17.
Index Tab 18.
Index Tab 19.
Index Tab 20.
Index Tab 21.
Index Tab 22.
Index Tab 23.
Index Tab 24.
Index Tab 25.
Index Tab 26.
Index Tab 27.
Index Tab 28.
Index Tab 29.
Index Tab 30.

1. ICMA, Management Information Service, Municipal Innovations 10, June
1976, “Improving Effectiveness: Responsive Public Services”

2. ICMA, Public Management, September 1979, Outstanding Management
Innovator Award, Arthur A. “Don” Mendonsa

3. City Public Information Office, Report to Council, February 27, 2004, “City
Celebrates 50" Anniversary of Council-Manager System”

Government Timeline [Narrative History and Highlights; includes biographical

summaries for five City managers and highlights for each calendar year]

MRL-MNGR Files [empty]

Mendonsa Photos

Mendonsa Resume

Forms of Govt.

Griffenhagen Report [excerpts from July 1953 Report]

Speeches [empty]

State of the City [empty]

1970s

1971

1972

1973

1976

RPSP Program 1978

1979

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

Miscellaneous Speeches

Miscellaneous Avrticles

Personnel Files [empty]

John O. Hall

Picot B. Floyd

“Don” Mendonsa

Miscellaneous Notes

All-America City (1955)

Council [Briefing] Handbook (1991)

Inside Back Cover

SAV.CM.1979-001 [photocopy] Management Innovations for the City of
Savannah, Georgia, 1974-1979.
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Research Volume 2
Index Tab 1. MRL-Annual Reports [empty]
Index Tab 2. 1955
Index Tab 3. 1956
Index Tab 4. 1957
Index Tab5. 1958
Index Tab 6. 1959
Index Tab7. 1960
Index Tab 8. 1961
Index Tab 9. 1962
Index Tab 10. 1963
Index Tab 11. 1964
Index Tab 12. 1965
Index Tab 13. 1966
Index Tab 14. 1976
Index Tab 15. 1977
Index Tab 16. 1978
Index Tab 17. 1979
Index Tab 18. 1980
Index Tab 19. 1981
Index Tab 20. 1982
Index Tab 21. 1986
Index Tab 22. 1987
Index Tab 23. 1988
Index Tab 24. 1989
Index Tab 25. 1990
Index Tab 26. 1991
Index Tab 27. 1992

Research Volume 3

Index Tab 1.  Savannah Morning News [empty]

Index Tab 2. Index — Government

Index Tab 3.  Atrticles — Government

Index Tab 4.  Index — City Managers

Index Tab 5.  Articles — City Managers

Index Tab 6. CELB - Vertical File (CELB = Chatham-Effingham-Liberty Public Library;
now, Live Oak Public Library)

Index Tab 7.  GHS - Biography File (GHS = Georgia Historical Society)

Index Tab 8.  GHS - Vertical File

Research Volume 4

Index Tab 1.  Research Notes

Index Tab 2.  Carl Vinson Institute of Government, UGA [Mendonsa]
Index Tab 3.  UNC Alumni Association [Jacocks]

Index Tab 4.  City Manager’s Office

Index Tab 5.  Human Resources Dept.

Index Tab 6.  Research Library

Index Tab 7. Savannah Tribune
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Index Tab 8.  Georgia Encyclopedia [on-line www.georgiaencyclopedia.org]

Index Tab 9.  Vanishing Georgia [historical photographs on Digital Library of Georgia, on-line
www.dlg.galileo.usg.edu]

Index Tab 10. Library of Congress [photo proof sheets for Look Magazine 1/10/1956, article on
All-America City Award 1955]

Index Tab 11. MRL-Mendonsa biography

Index Tab 12. PIO-Anniversary Info

Index Tab 13. Look Magazine 4/15/1969 [1968 All-American City Award]

Folder 1 Hall, John Oliver (copies of ICMA Member File), 1938-1966

Folder 2 Look Magazine, 10 January 1956 All-America City Award

Folder 3 Look Magazine, 15 April 1969 All-America City Award [photo proof sheets of
article from Library of Congress]

Folder 4 Look Magazine, 15 April 1969 All-America City Award [published copy of issue

of magazine]
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